Stoughton Scouts Attain Eagle

Congratulations to Neil G, Aadil K.

Their local school system recently lauded the accomplishments
of two new Mayflower Council Eagle Scouts.

Neil G. and Aadil K., seniors at Stoughton High School and
stalwart Scouts BSA of Troop 516 Stoughton, completed their
Eagle Scout Project and passed their Board of Review.

The official Stoughton Public Schools Facebook page explained:

For his service project, Neil built several bat houses out of
wood and constructed them with the help of his Troop. These
bat houses are placed throughout the wooded areas to shelter
these valuable animals.

Aadil made two historical signs at the newly renovated Glen
Echo Park describing two lost buildings on the property: the
Dance Hall and the Hotel Inn. You can visit Glen Echo to see
the signs and learn more about each structure!

According to recent statistics from the Boy Scouts of America,
only about 6% of Scouts attain Scouting’s highest rank. To
achieve the high rank, an individual must take on leadership
roles within their Troop and community and earn at least 21
merit badges covering various topics such as first aid,
safety, civics, business, and the environment. Additionally,
they must research, organize, and complete a significant
community service project.

Neil and Aadil, who camped at Camp Wanocksett during the
summer of 2023, join 2022 Eagle achievers Matthew H. and
William B.M. on an ever-growing list of Troop 516 Scouts
earning the BSA’s most outstanding achievement.
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Troop 516 Stoughton, established in 1957, documents their
first Eagle as David Conrad ’'62.

“In earning this rank, young people gain new skills, learn to
overcome obstacles, and demonstrate leadership among their
peers and in their communities,” said Roger Mosby, outgoing
president and CEO of the Boy Scouts of America in 2021.
“Scouting’s benefits are invaluable, and we are elated that
the opportunity to become an Eagle Scout is now available to
even more youth—-young men and young women alike.”

Congrats to Neil, Aadil, and all of their fellow Scouts who
attained Eagle status in 2023.

2024 Silver Beaver Award
Nominations

In Scouting, we say “it’s about the youth” and none of our
adults are involved for the recognition, but every now and
then we need to say thanks especially to those volunteers
whose leadership and example has left a lasting positive
impact on the program and the broader community. One way we do
that is through nominating a Scouter for the Silver Beaver
Award, the highest adult recognition a council can bestow.
Take a few moments to reflect on volunteers within your unit
or district and consider nominating them for the Silver Beaver
Award.

To simplify the process this year a new online nomination form
was completed. This form will allow you to save your work and
go back and add additional information at another time prior
to the nomination deadline.
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SILVER BEAVER NOMINATION FORM

All nominations must be received by Tuesday, January 2, 2023.

A detailed nomination form, to review before completing the
online form, is available by clicking here. Kindly do not
submit paper versions of the form.

Questions regarding nominations should be emailed to:
awards@mayflowerbsa.org. The awards will be presented at the
Council’s Recognition Dinner to be held April 24, 2024.

Frequently asked questions about the Silver Beaver Award:

Overview

To recognize registered Scouters of exceptional character who
have provided distinguished service within a council. The
award is presented by the National Court of Honor on behalf of
councils.

Who Can Earn This Award?

Anyone may nominate any deserving registered Scouter to the
council, which selects recipients for the following year. Each
council may process their own annual allotment of Silver
Beaver awards and shall send a list of Silver Beaver awards
presented each calendar year to the National Court of Honor no
later than January 31 of the following year.

Scouts Honor: Everett L.,
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Troop 89 Medfield

“On my honor I will do my best to do my duty to God and my
country and to obey the Scout Law; to help other people at all
times; to keep myself physically strong, mentally awake, and
morally straight.”

That’'s what the “Scout Oath” says. And for all BSA Scouts,
that serious statement remains omnipresent. But for certain
Scouts, the desire to live by the Scout Oath becomes a primary
focus.

For that reason (and many others, certainly) Everett L., of
Medfield’s Troop 89, will soon receive a Congressional Award
gold medal — the U.S. Congress’ highest award for youth
civilian service; an achievement that “recognizes initiative,
service, and achievement in America’s youth.”

Much like Scouting, participants in the Congressional program
set goals across four areas — public service, personal
development, physical fitness, and exploration.

Those who earn the Congressional Award complete a minimum of
400 hours of community service, 200 hours of personal
development, 200 hours of physical fitness, and a minimum of a
five-day, four-night expedition/exploration (over two years).

In 2021, over 50,000 students across the US enrolled, with
only 5,000 being recognized for any award and only 517
receiving the gold. Nearly 2,000 of the applicants came from
New England, and last year, just one gold was given out in New
Hampshire and eight in Massachusetts for 19 total across the
six New England states.

Since the program’s inception in 1979, approximately 6,000
gold medals have been awarded and Scouts BSA has been a
partner program of the Congressional Award since 1999.
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“Most of my activities for the Eagle Scout rank counted
towards the requirements of the Congressional Award,”
explained Everett, whose family lives in Meredith, New
Hampshire. “I also looked for ways to use technology 1in
service projects; STEM tutoring for 1local students, 3D
printing of objects for the handicapped, and creating
educational drone videos.”

Of course, service is a way of life for the Scout, who attends
New Hampton School (also in New Hampshire) as a member of the
Class of 2024, twice earning the NHS award for “100 Hours of
Service.”

“Everett is a very hardworking, independent young man. He
accepts new challenges without second guessing and 1is a
perfect model of a community citizen,” said Mr. Ryan Daye,
Everett’'s advisor at NHS. “I am grateful to have him in my
advisory group here at The New Hampton School.”

“Everett comes in and gets the work done,” added Mr. Tony
Mure, also of NHS. “Everett is a shining example of hard work,
discipline, and focus. His ability to work independently and
follow directions is second to none.

“He is a natural-born leader.”
Everett’s Scouting resume says the same.

“Everett 1s a ‘Scout’s Scout’ who came in as a sixth grader
with no background in Cub scouts,” said Scoutmaster Jim Hatch
in his commendation for the Eagle Badge [completed in May of
2022].

"His passion for engineering is very clear,” added Hatch. “His
integration of his love of technology and the medal’s service
requirements is very creative.”

A member of the Tantamous Lodge of the Order of the Arrow,
where his ordeal and vigil hours counted towards his



Congressional Award service requirements, Everett used
Scouting as a scaffold for the Congressional program.

“It really builds off of Scouting,” he said. “And then it
gives you the flexibility to create service projects that you
design, which is where I was able to look for ways to use
technology and engineering to help my community.”

Meanwhile, pursuing the Congressional award is also a family
affair, Everett’s mother, Wendy,, was recognized for the
Bronze Medal out of Culpeper, Virginia as a high school senior
in 1994. Everett’s sister, Lillian, Inter-Lakes class of 2026,
is currently pursuing a medal.

“Service is important to our family, the award is a great
program, and Troop 89 is a wonderful way for young people to
learn about helping others,” said Wendy.

n

“I'lLL get a degree in engineering,” added Everett. “My service
projects have really shown me how to use technology and
science for the betterment of the community and I will
continue that.”

However, for now, the Scouting adventure continues.

Everett is one of the 14 members of Troop 89 who will be
hiking through the New Mexico back country at Philmont Scout
Ranch in July of 2023 and plans to attend the Troop’s annual
week at Camp Squanto near Plymouth, MA.

Congratulations and “Good Scouting!” Everett.

Fred Lybrand contributed to this report.



Scouts Honor: Dante D Earns
Legion Eagle Award

Earlier this summer, the Venturing Crew 29 and BSA Troop 64
Scout earned the accolade during the American Legion Camporee
at Gardner’s Camp Collier.

Recently, the Mayflower Council was thrilled to learn that
Dante D. received the American Legion Eagle Scout of the Year
Award at the America Legion Camporee, held June 17-19, 2022,
at Camp Collier in Gardner, Mass.

“My Eagle Scout Project was to re-side the tool shed at my
middle school, Mullein Hill Christian Academy, and to clean up
the surrounding area,” explained Dante in the write-up of his
project, which garnered the attention of the American Legion.

“Before I could start any work on the shed, I had to take
measurements to see how much siding I would need to cover the
shed,” added the Scout. “Then I had to research and see which
siding would be the best based on durability, longevity,
appearance, and cost.”

No Eagle Scout Project is easy. But Dante’s was especially
detailed. Author’s note: Dante’s dedication while completing
the task is evidenced by the no less than six Scouters who
wrote in this summer to mention it and his American Legion
award.

“I contacted a local contractor to ask him if he could donate
any materials for the project,” explained Dante in his
documentation. “He helped me come up with a list of needed
materials, such as corner pieces, flashing, and other smaller
items that would be required to finish the project.

“Once I had a list of the needed supplies and a budget, I
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contacted local businesses to get donations not just for
materials for the project but also for other items such as
food and water for the volunteers.”

Working in a short amount of time, Dante made the most of his
materials and volunteers.

“The work happened over two days,” continued the Scout. “On
the first day, we removed any protruding objects and replaced
any of the rotting wood found at the base of the shed.

“On the second day, we finished siding the shed,” he wrote.
“Then we had to wrap the shed in Tyvek wrap to prevent future
water damage to the shed or siding. We then began to side the
shed, having two groups of people, one cutting the siding and
the other placing it onto the building.

“We also placed down a rock bed around the perimeter of the
shed and pulling weeds. Once this was all done, we put up some
signage and did some touch-up painting around the roof and
door of the shed,” wrote Dante.

The results speak for themselves. The work performed by Dante
and Co. will have a significant impact.

With the shed re-sided and no longer exposed to the elements,
the school’s equipment — the bulk of it being landscaping
equipment and machinery — would not be damaged. The new siding
also extended the shed’s longevity, helping the school save
money on buying and repairing damaged gear.

As a result of Dante’s hard work, the Massachusetts American
Legion later recognized him as their Eagle Scout of the Year.

Click here to learn more about Eagle Scout Projects (and the
Mayflower Council).
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Scouts Honor: Eric H., Troop
28BT Cohasset

Eric H. of Troop 28 Cohasset Earns Glenn A. and Melinda W.
Adams National Eagle Scout Service Project of the Year Award

Eagle Scout created “first responder sensory kits” to help
first responders

Wrentham, Mass. — The National Eagle Scout Association
established the Glenn A. and Melinda W. Adams National Eagle
Scout Service Project of the Year Award to recognize valuable
service of an exceptional nature by a Scout to a religious
institution, a school, community, or other entity.

The award recognizes a Scout for their Eagle Scout leadership
service project, which is part of the requirements for earning
the Eagle Scout Award. Each year, local councils select a
council-level winner, and each region selects a region-level
winner from that pool. A national winner is then chosen from
the four regional finalists.

On June 13, 2022, The Mayflower Council, BSA proudly presented
the 2021 Glenn A. and Melinda W. Adams National Eagle Scout
Service Award of the Year to:

Eric H.
Troop 28 Cohasset
Sensory Kits for First Responders

Eric’s project raised awareness of autism while providing
first responders with the resources and tools they need when
they assist people with special needs. His project included:
providing 80 sensory kits to multiple towns in the surrounding


https://www.mayflowerbsa.org/scouts-honor-eric-h-troop-28bt-cohasset/
https://www.mayflowerbsa.org/scouts-honor-eric-h-troop-28bt-cohasset/

South Shore towns of Cohasset, Hanover,
Hingham, Hull, Norwell, Scituate.

Eric saw this need for sensory kits after experiences with his
older brother, who has autism, where first responders were not
equipped to respond to his brother’s needs. To address this
need, Eric spoke with a family friend who was a former EMT and
Eric’s brother’s teacher at the Amego School in Franklin,
Mass., to form his idea of creating a “first responder sensory
kit” go bag.

The kits contain items to help first responders communicate
with the person in need as well as bring them comfort.

Following the presentation of the Adams Award, Eric also
received a citation and a medallion from Brigadier General
(Ret.) Emery Maddocks of the Military Order of the World Wars.

“We have a really outstanding project to recognize,” said Gen.
Maddocks of Eric’s Sensory Kits. “For dedication to the
principles of the Boy Scouts of America as evidenced by not
only by his achievement of the highest achievement in Scouting
— the Boy Scout Eagle Award —but further by [earning] the 2021
Glenn A. and Melinda W. Adams National Eagle Scout Service
Project of the Year Award.”



Update on the 19 Cub Scout
Elective Adventures

In May of 2021, it was announced that 19 Cub Scout Elective
Adventures would be retiring at the end of this program year
(May 2022). See details here.

Elective adventures are reviewed for content and popularity.
These 19 have been the least popular based on sales and
advancement data. They will be archived in Scoutbook and
Internet Advancement, removing the ability to mark them as
completed after the retirement date of May 31, 2022. These 19
adventures are not being replaced with a new set of elective
adventures.

Inventory at the Scout Shops for loops and pins is limited and
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will only be available while supplies last. Cub Scouts can
still wear the adventure loops and pins after that date. Once
it’s earned, it’s not taken away from the Cub Scout.

STEM Nova Award Impact - STEM Nova Awards that include
Adventures also include an Option A and Option B to earn the
award. Cub Scouts may choose to earn one of the remaining
Adventures or Option A or Option B.

World Conservation Award Impact — The Wolf and Webelos rank
are impacted. The Bear rank has no changes.

For Wolf Scouts who want to earn the World Conservation Award,
the requirement to earn the Grow Something Elective Adventure
will be replaced with the following activities:

1. Select a seed, and plant it in a small container. Care
for it for 30 days. Take a picture or make a drawing of
your plant once each week to share with your den or
family.

2. Find out the growing zone for your area and share the
types of plants that will grow best in your zone.

3. Visit or research a botanical or community garden in
your area and learn about two of the plants that grow
there. Share what you have learned with your den or
family.

4. Complete one of the following:

» Make a terrarium.

= Using a seed tray, grow a garden inside your home.
Keep a journal of its progress for 30 days. Share
results with your den or family.

» Grow a sweet potato plant in water. Keep a journal
of its growth for two weeks. Share the information
with your den or family.

For Webelos (including Arrow of Light) Scouts, the requirement
to complete 1, 3a, and 3b of the Adventures in Science
adventure will be replaced with:



1. Draw a picture of a “fair test” that shows what you need
to do to test a fertilizer’s effects on plant growth.

2. Carry out the experiment previously designed as a fair
test of fertilizer’s effect on plant growth.

3. Carry out the experiment again but change the
independent variable. Report what you learned about how
changing the variable affected plant growth.

Here is the complete list of adventures that will be retired
on May 31, 2022:

Tiger

= Earning Your Stripes
= Family Stories

= Tiger Tales

» Tiger Theater

Wolf

= Collections and Hobbies
= Grow Something
 Hometown Heroes

= Motor Away

Bear

= Beat of the Drum
= Make It Move

= Robotics

= World of Sound

Webelos/Arrow of Light

» Adventures in Science

= Build My Hero

» Fix It

» Looking Back Looking Forward
= Maestro

= Movie Making



= Project Family

Changes to Den Leader
Training Award Devices

As part of the National Council’s ongoing mission to
streamline and simplify the Scouting program, Scouting U, 1in
collaboration with National Supply Group, has identified three
Cub Scout device pins that will be discontinued from the
program effective immediately.

These devices were traditionally worn on the Den Leader
Training Award Knot, which recognizes den leaders who have
completed training, tenure, and performance requirements. This
Den Leader Training Award Knot (SKU 5016) will continue to be
offered and is available to earn at any point throughout the
den leader’s tenure.

Limited inventory of the Cub Scout Device Pins is available in
Scout Shops while supplies last. These items will not be
restocked once fully depleted.

The following SKUs have been eliminated:

= 932 / Device WE Pin
= 604950 / Device CS Pin
» 620592 / Device Tiger 2015
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Scouts Honor: Molly J, Troop
1920 Plymouth

What do you do when your Girl Scout Troop stops meeting? Well,
if you are Molly J, you join a Boy Scout troop, then found a
Scouts BSA Girls’ Troop, earn Eagle Scout, and finally garner
the title of “VFW Scout of the Year” in Massachusetts.

NBD. The Order of the Arrow is in there, too, BTW.

Yep, that’'s how Molly rolls. She sets up the challenges and
just knocks them down. Over and over and over.

Rick Harbert of Wicked Local reported:

Plymouth’s first female Eagle Scout is now also the state
Veterans of Foreign War’s Scout of the Year.. Molly Joyce won
the state VFW’s 2021 title after winning similar honors on the
local and district levels. [The junior] at Plymouth South High
School received a $1,000 scholarship during ceremonies at Camp
Squanto [in August].

A member of the first-ever girls’ class of Mayflower Council
BSA Eagle Scouts, Joyce joined Plymouth Troop 1620 after
reaching the Girl Scout rank of Cadette. Then, she founded
Crew 1920 (a fitting moniker, as the 19th Amendment to the
Constitution was ratified in 1920, giving women full
citizenship in the United States).

She then worked her way up the ranks of the BSA.

Molly, a Senior Patrol Leader, whose Eagle Scout Service
Project restored the Stations of the Cross of St. Kateri
Tekakwitha Church in West Plymouth, became an Eagle Scout on
the same day as her younger brother Liam (whose Eagle project
created shooting benches and targets for the gun club in
Middleborough).


https://www.mayflowerbsa.org/scouts-honor-molly-j-troop-1920-plymouth/
https://www.mayflowerbsa.org/scouts-honor-molly-j-troop-1920-plymouth/
https://www.wickedlocal.com/story/old-colony-memorial/2021/08/27/plymouths-first-female-eagle-now-vfws-state-scout-year/8164323002/

“To have a student reach that level 1is an incredible
accomplishment because it takes a great deal of effort to get
to that point,” Denis Russell, commander of VFW Post 1822,
told WickedLocal.com. “It’'s quite an achievement, and the VFW
was proud to have her represent the state.”

Do you know a Mayflower Council Scout who deserves some
recognition? Email john@mayflowerbsa.org and send along the
details.

Scouts Honor: Thomas R.,
Troop 101 Northborough

Eagle Scout project garnered 300 new LEGO sets for Boston
Children’s Hospital

Recently, children at Boston Children’s Hospital received
almost 300 new LEGO sets from a former patient turned
Mayflower Council Eagle Scout — Thomas R.

Thomas, a sophomore at Willow Hill School and a Scout in Troop
101 Northborough, learned those little blocks’ true value
while fighting through illness several years ago.

“During my stay, there was not much I could do because of all
the wires attached to me,” he told the Community Advocate last
August of his stay at Boston Children’s. “I remember the Child
Life Specialist bringing me a new Lego set to build, and that
was a lot of fun.”

The Eagle Scout service project, “The LEGO Drive,” was
announced in April 2021 via YouTube.
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BTW: Shout out to whoever played the LEGO Minifig in the
video.

In the video, Thomas explained that he was a patient at Boston
Children’s Hospital in 2015; he talked about the cords and
equipment and how the distraction of LEGOs was integral to his
morale.

“I built [that] set and many more throughout my stay at Boston
Children’s Hospital,” explained Thomas. “To bring that
excitement to Children’s Hospital, I am hosting a LEGO drive.”

The Advocate elaborated on Thomas’ plan:

Lego sets were collected using an Amazon Wishlist, which
shipped directly to Thomas. He also had donation bins set up
at his school and house. In addition, a drive-up collection
was held at Assabet Park on April 11.

Of course, like many things during 2021, COVID-19 made things
difficult for Thomas and his fellow LEGO drivers.

“TI delivered 60 sets and will deliver the rest as soon as BCH
has lifted their donation restrictions due to COVID,” said
Thomas last summer

Although tenacity is not an official part of the Scout Law, it
is implied. Despite obstacles, Thomas was definitely HELPFUL
to each of the kids at Boston Children’s Hospital who received
the LEGOs.

“I am grateful to everyone who contributed to help make this
project a success,” he said to the Community Advocate. “I hope
the Legos will put a smile on the faces of the patients at
Boston Children’s Hospital like it did for me.”

BTW: If you know of a Mayflower Scout who deserves some
recognition, email John@MayflowerBSA.com.

Photo submitted to Community Advocate
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A Scout 1s Helpful: Session
Explains Scoutbook

The Mayflower Council looks to help leaders open Scoutbook on
January 31..

Scouts BSA may have been born in 1910, but the current program
is a little more contemporary vintage. And since a Scout 1is
brave, Scouting continues to march into the digital landscape.

For example, did you know that Scoutbook is the BSA’s online
tracking service?

Scouting.org explains:

From the first knot tied to the final hours of service
performed, the Scouting experience 1s a journey like none
other. And Scoutbook is your go-to tool to ensure not a moment
1s missed — tracking advancement, milestone achievements, and
all the fun along the way.

Okay, okay. You’'re familiar with Scoutbook. But maybe you are
just a bit unsure of how to use the online module. Or perhaps
you are just a bit technologically averse.

The Mayflower Council has a solution.

Mayflower Council Scoutbook Training: January 31, 7:00 to 8:30
PM

Does your unit use Scoutbook, or are you wondering how to get
going with it? This session will cover a basic overview and
ways to begin using it.

Topics like how to log in and how leaders sign off on
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requirements will be covered. Please join us with your
questions and come away with an understanding of how this tool
can benefit the scouts and leaders in your unit.

So, Zoom in on Scoutbook!

Register in advance:

\ Register Now |
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email

containing information about joining the meeting.




