
Our Scouting Journey
My Scouting journey started with my father who was born during
the Great Depression. He joined Cub Scouts only to drop out
when his family could no longer afford to pay his dues. His
dream was to give his family the opportunity to participate in
Scouting that he never had. I joined Scouting as a Cub and
continued as a Boy Scout eventually earning the rank of Eagle
Scout. The first merit badge I earned was Canoeing. Little did
I know that several years later I would put that learning to
use in rescuing a group of 8th Grade girls on a school field
trip who swamped their canoe and without life jackets started
the  long  swim  back  to  shore.  I  remembered  the  T-Rescue
technique and with the help of a few friends got everyone
safely back into their canoe. My Scout training helped prepare
me for the unexpected and enabled me to effectively address
what might have been a life-threatening crisis.

Having benefitted from the selfless service of leaders who
influenced and supported me, I resolved as an adult to give
back  to  the  Scouting  program  and  became  an  Assistant
Scoutmaster and later Scoutmaster of a troop in California.
Almost ten years ago my family and I moved to Massachusetts
and my son began his own journey in Scouting. Now he has
earned his Eagle and is beginning to prepare for college. For
the past four years I have been able to serve on the Council
Executive Board and in January assumed the role as Mayflower
Council  President.  I  have  seen  the  amazing  impact  that
Scouting can have on people – both youth and adults alike. The
values  and  life  skills  Scouting  provides  to  those  that
participate  and  volunteer  are  unparalleled  in  any  other
organization.

It has been said that the only two things in life that are
certain are death and taxes. I might add a third – change. In
2017 we successfully merged the legacy Knox Trail and Old
Colony councils into the Mayflower Council as well as our two
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Order of the Arrow lodges into Tantamous Lodge. We hired our
new  Scout  Executive,  Bryan  Feather,  and  consolidated  our
support  staff,  executive  board,  officers  and  council
committees.  In  2018  we  will  complete  redistricting  and
introduce girls into our Cub Scout program. While change can
be  difficult,  it  is  essential  for  continual  growth  and
improvement.  As  the  Mayflower  Council  leadership  we  are
committed to growing membership, providing an amazing program
to our youth and training our leaders. We appreciate all that
you do! Scouting has so much to offer and we don’t want anyone
to miss out. I hope that each of us will reflect on our own
personal Scouting journey and how we can help to create a new
legacy as the Mayflower Council. Whether you are a youth or an
adult,  please  invite  someone  you  know  to  participate  in
Scouting  and  you  will  change  their  life  for  the  better
forever. Let’s enjoy the Scouting journey!

Yours in Scouting,

Michael Rotar
Mayflower Council President

Youth Protection
Over the past two years, the BSA has worked with experts in
the field of child abuse, child sexual abuse and maltreatment
to  develop  new  training  and  resources  that  will  further
strengthen  our  ability  to  protect  youth.  These  changes
include:

Fully  updated  and  revised  Youth  Protection  Training
developed  with  leaders  in  the  field  of  child  abuse
prevention and includes insights from experts, survivors
and the latest strategies for recognizing and preventing
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major  forms  of  abuse.  This  is  the  designated  Youth
Protection training for all adults.
Expanded  youth  protection  content  across  all  our
communications  channels  will  inform  and  engage  our
volunteers and parents.
An  expanded  National  ScoutsFirst  Helpline  to  aid
volunteers  and  families  in  addressing  potentially
dangerous situations.
The BSA also provides unlimited counseling and support
for  healing  to  anyone  who  has  ever  been  abused  in
Scouting.
Youth  protection  training  for  youth  members  will  be
available in 2019.

 

In  addition  to  updated  training  and  resources,  the  BSA
announced new policies to ensure compliance with mandatory
training requirements. These policies have been in place in
the NCAC for a number of years. These policies include:

As of January 1, 2018, no new leader can be registered
without first completing youth protection training.
As of January 1, 2018, no council, regional or national
leader will be allowed to renew their registration if
they are not current on their youth protection training.
As of September 1, 2017, no unit may re-charter without
all  leaders  being  current  on  their  youth  protection
training.  Registrars  no  longer  have  the  ability  to
approve charters without full compliance.

 

**Of Special Note**

By October 1, 2018, all new and currently registered leaders
will  be  required  to  complete  the  updated  training.  The
enhanced and updated content will allow leaders and councils
to comply with all current legal requirements. While this may



be inconvenient for some, it reflects the BSA’s commitment to
the safety of all youth.

For camps this summer across the BSA:

Adults accompanying units on activities who are present at the
activity for 72 hours or more, must be registered and take
Youth  Protection  Training.  The  72  hours  need  not  be
consecutive. If your unit desires to set a more strict policy,
like ALL adults going to camp must be registered and have
current YPT, that is certainly permitted.

This  training  is  now  available  on  my.Scouting  at  
https://my.scouting.org/

 

You may download a “HOW TO GUIDE FOR TAKING YOUTH PROTECTION
TRAINING”

 

Introducing ScoutsFirst Helpline

ScoutsFirst is a new national tool to help with questions,
concerns and reporting. The ScoutsFirst Helpline also makes it
easier  for  volunteers  and  families  to  address  dangerous
situations. If a leader or parent has a question about a
situation, or something they’ve seen or if they want to report
a  possible  incident,  they  can  contact  the  Helpline  for
assistance. In cases of abuse, they should also notify the
local  authorities.  ScoutsFirst  Helpline  (844)-Scouts1  or
(844)726-8871.

ScoutsFirst for Counseling and Support. The Boy Scouts of
America is committed to providing ongoing support to victims
and their families, including counseling. We want to help
victims  heal,  on  their  own  terms,  with  a  professional
counselor of their choice. Through the ScoutsFirst Helpline,
the Boy Scouts of America offers assistance with counseling to
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any youth member, former youth member, or the family of any
youth member who suffered abuse during their time in Scouting.
To  reach  the  ScoutsFirst  Helpline,  call  (844)-Scouts1  or
(844)726-8871,  or  email  scouts1st@scouting.org.  Support  is
available 24-hours a day, seven days a week.

Coming Soon:

In-person youth protection training available June 2018.

Spanish-language resources will be available later in August
2018.

Youth protection training for youth members will be available
in 2019. More details will be shared as they become available.

For  more  Youth  Protection  resources  check  out,
  https://www.scouting.org/training/youth-protection/

District Realignment is Here
You’ve probably heard about the Mayflower Council’s district
realignment plan in some way or another over the past few
months. We are excited to report that on January 24, 2018, the
Council’s Voting Members unanimously approved the plan set
forth  by  the  District  Operations  Committee.  The  new
realignment structure will allow the council to serve more
youth  within  our  communities  and  help  us  create  the  best
possible Scouting experience for our families and volunteers.
The new district realignment structure will permit the more
effective  assignment  of  Scouting  professionals  to  support
volunteers in the delivery of the Scouting program. To learn
more, please visit our Council Districts page.
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The Wait is Over. Our Online
Store is Open!
We are excited to announce that our online store opened it’s
doors today. You can now shop for Mayflower Council items
online. To celebrate our store’s launch all orders will be
shipped for free. New items will continually be added.

Our online store is the only place to get the new Mayflower
Council Shoulder patches. These patches will not be available
from any Scout Shop until after April 1, so stop by our online
store and order yours today!

Click here to visit our online store

 

Just a reminder…
Each member of the Mayflower Council will be receiving a free
silver bordered first edition council shoulder patch when the
unit’s charter has been completed. Your district executive
will arrange a time to present the patches to your unit.

Council  Service  Center
Adverse Weather Policy
With our first major snow of the 2017-2018 winter the council
would like to remind our community about our adverse weather
policy.   The  council  follows  the  lead  of  the  Canton  &
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Marlborough school systems when setting it’s adverse weather
policy.  If Marlborough Public Schools close, so does the
Marlborough Service Center and if the Canton Public Schools
close, so does the Canton Service Center.  If the Marlborough
or Canton Public Schools announce a delay (1 hour delay for
example) the respective council service center delays it’s
opening by the same time. We encourage everyone to follow the
weather and school closure reports of our media partner WCVB
Channel 5 in order to stay informed and up to date on school
closings and weather alerts.

Tragic News: Debbie Carey
It is with a heavy heart that we share with you that Debbie
Carey passed away last night. On Thursday, Debbie was at the
Council Service Center in Marlborough and collapsed outside.
She received CPR from the building manager and was taken by
ambulance to the hospital in Marlborough. She was then flown
to UMass Medical in Worcester.

Please keep her husband, Warren, and her entire family in your
thoughts  and  prayers  as  they  deal  with  this  unexpected
tragedy.

Debbie served the Scouting family for over 30 years and will
be greatly missed.

The following arrangements have been made:

Thursday, January 4th – visiting hours

Shepherd  Funeral  &  Cremation  Service,  216  Main  Street,
Kingston, MA

Friday, January 5th – Church Service and Burial Services
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11:00 am – Holy Family Church – 370 Middleboro Avenue, East
Taunton,  MA,  02718  followed  by  final  resting  place  at
Plymouth County Cemetery South Meadow Road, Plymouth MA
(near the Plymouth Airport).

District  Award  of  Merit
Nominations
The  District  Award  of  Merit  is  presented  to  registered
Scouters  who  render  service  of  an  outstanding  nature  at
the district level. Nominations must be made on the national
nomination form and must be received no later than January 30,
2018.

Completed nominations can be sent via email or dropped off at
the Canton or Marlborough service center.The awards will be
presented at the District’s Recognition Dinner.

Scoutbook  Youth  Advancement
Sync
Calling all unit leaders—the Scoutbook Youth Advancement sync
is officially underway!

All Scouting units with active Scoutbook subscriptions have
recently  been  invited  to  complete  the  Scoutbook  Youth
Advancement Sync with ScoutNet. The Scoutbook Unit Admins have
been notified and given instructions on how to activate this
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sync by December 31, 2017.

This  sync  will  allow  units  to  approve  advancement  in
Scoutbook, which can then automatically sync with the BSA
national database. Scoutbook users will no longer need to
access Internet Advancement to track and report their unit
advancement.

Scout Shop staff should know that the Advancement Report from
Scoutbook and the Advancement Report from Internet Advancement
are both certified and should be accepted. The bottom of the
Advancement Report from Scoutbook looks like this:

  

Starting  January  1,  2018,  units  with  active  Scoutbook
subscriptions will only be able to approve advancements for
Scouts  who  are  in  the  advancement  sync.  If  you  have  not
activated your unit and/or Scouts within your unit, you will
not be able to approve advancements for that Scout(s).

Note that as a unit activates the sync, the unit can un-
approve Scouts who have not yet been registered (entered into
ScoutNet or My.Scouting) and continue the sync for the rest of
the unit. Once registration is complete for the outstanding
Scouts, the unit can then approve them and they will then be
included.

Check out the user guide for more.

If  you  have  any  questions  about  the  Scoutbook  Youth
Advancement Sync or if your Scouting unit has not received the
sync instructions, please email Scoutbooksync@gmail.com.
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New  Member  Coordinator
Position
Introducing the New Member Coordinator Position

 

Sustaining strong membership in a unit depends on having new
members join the unit and engaging youth and their families in
a welcoming manner that makes them want to stay. The role of
the New Member Coordinator is to insure that both keys to
success take place.

 

If you are interested in serving as a New Member Coordinator,
now is the time! The Boy Scouts of America (BSA) is offering a
“free” logo imprinted shirt or cap as an incentive to the
first  2500  registered  and  trained  New  Member  Coordinators
(NMC) and the first 500 District-level Scouters.

 

To  learn  more,  visit  New  Member  Coordinator
(http://scoutingwire.org/marketing-and-membership-hub/councils
/new-member-coordinator/) today!

 

Youth  Protection  Training
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Update
As of September 1, 2017, Youth Protection Training is required
for  all  adult  leaders  at  the  time  of  registration.  Paper
applications from new leaders must be accompanied by a Youth
Protection  Training  completion  certificate,  which  must  be
filed with the application.

Because completion of YPT is now required for all leaders at
the time of registration, unit leaders must obtain copies of
the  completion  certificates  from  the  leaders  who  register
online before approving their application.

With the upcoming renewal cycle, the Internet Rechartering
system  will  be  updated  so  that  units  cannot  submit  the
registration renewal of any adult who does not have current
YPT as of the effective date of the renewal. Completion of YPT
as part of the online registration system will be required in
a  future  update.  Additionally,  council  registrars  will  no
longer be able to override the registration system to register
any leader whose Youth Protection Training is not current.

Effective  for  the  2018  BSA  summer  camp  season,  any  adult
accompanying a Boy Scout troop to a residence camp or other
Scouting activity lasting 72 hours or more must be registered
as a leader, including completion of a CBC and YPT, even if
they are the parent of a youth on the trip.

Please Note: Although YPT is strongly encouraged for adults
attending  any  overnight  activity,  at  this  time,  the
requirement applies only to individual adults staying three or
more nights at a resident camp.
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