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he “keep out” sign has
come down and the
Boy Scouts of America
are allowing girls to
join.

For Michelle Mott
that has been great news, be-
cause she no longer has to divide
her time between Boy Scouts for
one child and Girl Scouts for an-
other.

While the Boy Scouts will offi-
cially allow girls to join in 2019,
Cub Scouts Pack 47 opted to be
an Early Adopter, welcoming
Mott’s 6-year-old daughter
Rachel Mott, 8-year-old Liv Bur-
rey and 10-year-old Isabelle Hall.

Mott stressed that troops have
a choice to allow girls in; not
every troop does. She said she’s
grateful for the across-the-board
support this troop has shown
for girls joining.

“It wasn’t just us saying it was
OK,” she explained. “In order for
you to have girls in your pack
your council had to say it was
OK. Mayflower Council gave the
green light, then our chartering
organization, the Church of the
Pilgrimage, had to say it was
OK.”

For Mott and other parents
concerned about their kids’ suc-
cess in life, the Boy Scouts of
America’s ruling is a big deal.
Now girls across the country
will have the opportunity to be-
come Eagle Scouts, a prestigious
rank that is recognized and
prized by many employers, par-
ticularly in the military and in ac-
ademic and government fields.

But Mott is also concerned
that both her kids get equal time
and attention, and the change in
policy allows her to accomplish
that.

Now that both her kids are
Cub Scouts, the learning experi-
ence is a family affair.

The kicker is, it already was a
family affair, she said, because
families come along on the Cub
Scout outings to volunteer, lend
a hand or just show support. She
said it’s just plain easier for her
to manage.

“When you go to camp out or
to an activity, you’re going to
have at least one parent for every
Scout that’s present,” she ex-
plained. “You might have just as
many siblings there as Scouts.
It’s like everybody is there too.
It’s all about the family doing
everything together.”

And siblings who are close,
like Mott’s kids, are making the
decision themselves.

“I wanted to do this because,

when my daughter saw this on
the TV in October, my son
turned to her and said, ‘Rachel,
you can join Scouts now!’ And
she clapped,” Mott said. “She’s
been dying to join.”

The first big co-ed event was
Pack 47’s Pinewood Derby
March 24 at the Church of the
Pilgrimage, where this welcom-
ing group of Scouts had a blast
racing their derby cars.

But not everybody is thrilled
with the change.

Boy Scouts of America’s deci-
sion to allow girls to join has
raised questions and controver-
sy, particularly with Girl Scouts
of the USA, which cited the need
for female leadership as an ar-
gument against the switch. News
organizations report that Boy
Scouts membership has dropped
in recent years. And Girl Scouts
USA President Kathy Hopinkah
Hannan suggested the Boy
Scouts of America is simply try-
ing to boost flagging enrollment
by recruiting girls.

The switch also calls into ques-
tion the inequity behind the dif-
ferent treatment Girl Scouts re-
ceive for achieving the highest
Gold Award versus Boy Scouts’
more prestigious Eagle Scout
rank. The programming for the
two nonprofits differs in some
respects, but overlaps in oth-
ers, making it hard for some to
gauge which program is right
for their child.

But Mott said her decision has
absolutely nothing to do with
disparaging Girl Scouts, an or-
ganization that deserves the ut-
most respect, she said. For her,
it is about family enjoyment and
participation, her children shar-
ing an experience and the op-
portunity for her daughter to
achieve Eagle Scout status. 
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Though the official date allowing girls to join Boy/Cub Scouts is later this year, Plymouth Cub
Scout Pack 47 decided to fast track it and currently has three girl members. Front row from left,
Rachel Mott, 6, Isabelle Hall, 10, and Olivia Burrey, 8. Back row,  Bear Leader Tracey Murphy, Webe-
los Leader Matthew Hall, and Lions Leader Michelle Mott. [WICKED LOCAL PHOTOS/DENISE MACCAFERRI]

Meet the first girls to join Cub Scouts Plymouth, Den 47 and  re-
gionally. From left, Isabelle Hall, 10, Rachel Mott, 6, and Olivia
Burrey, 8.

Cub Scout Matthew Hall’s Pinewood Derby car has eyes on the
finish line.

Cub Scout Quinn Hales, 11,
shows off his Pinewood Derby
car, a replica of the Griswold’s
“Christmas Vacation” station
wagon.

Cub Scouts cheer on their Pinewood Derby cars at the finish
line.

Cub Scouts welcome girls

T

Early adopter Pack 47 enjoys co-ed Pinewood Derby


