Youth Protection
Over the past two years, the BSA has worked with experts in
the field of child abuse, child sexual abuse and maltreatment
to develop new training and resources that will further
strengthen our ability to protect youth. These changes
include:
Fully updated and revised Youth Protection Training
developed with leaders in the field of child abuse
prevention and includes insights from experts, survivors
and the latest strategies for recognizing and preventing
major forms of abuse. This is the designated Youth
Protection training for all adults.
Expanded youth protection content across all our
communications channels will inform and engage our
volunteers and parents.
An expanded National ScoutsFirst Helpline to aid
volunteers and families in addressing potentially
dangerous situations.
The BSA also provides unlimited counseling and support
for healing to anyone who has ever been abused in
Scouting.
Youth protection training for youth members will be
available in 2019.

In addition to updated training and resources, the BSA
announced new policies to ensure compliance with mandatory
training requirements. These policies have been in place in
the NCAC for a number of years. These policies include:
As of January 1, 2018, no new leader can be registered
without first completing youth protection training.
As of January 1, 2018, no council, regional or national
leader will be allowed to renew their registration if

they are not current on their youth protection training.
As of September 1, 2017, no unit may re-charter without
all leaders being current on their youth protection
training. Registrars no longer have the ability to
approve charters without full compliance.

**Of Special Note**
By October 1, 2018, all new and currently registered leaders
will be required to complete the updated training. The
enhanced and updated content will allow leaders and councils
to comply with all current legal requirements. While this may
be inconvenient for some, it reflects the BSA’s commitment to
the safety of all youth.
For camps this summer across the BSA:
Adults accompanying units on activities who are present at the
activity for 72 hours or more, must be registered and take
Youth Protection Training. The 72 hours need not be
consecutive. If your unit desires to set a more strict policy,
like ALL adults going to camp must be registered and have
current YPT, that is certainly permitted.
This training is now available
https://my.scouting.org/
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You may download a “HOW TO GUIDE FOR TAKING YOUTH PROTECTION
TRAINING”

Introducing ScoutsFirst Helpline
ScoutsFirst is a new national tool to help with questions,
concerns and reporting. The ScoutsFirst Helpline also makes it

easier for volunteers and families to address dangerous
situations. If a leader or parent has a question about a
situation, or something they’ve seen or if they want to report
a possible incident, they can contact the Helpline for
assistance. In cases of abuse, they should also notify the
local authorities. ScoutsFirst Helpline (844)-Scouts1 or
(844)726-8871.
ScoutsFirst for Counseling and Support. The Boy Scouts of
America is committed to providing ongoing support to victims
and their families, including counseling. We want to help
victims heal, on their own terms, with a professional
counselor of their choice. Through the ScoutsFirst Helpline,
the Boy Scouts of America offers assistance with counseling to
any youth member, former youth member, or the family of any
youth member who suffered abuse during their time in Scouting.
To reach the ScoutsFirst Helpline, call (844)-Scouts1 or
(844)726-8871, or email scouts1st@scouting.org. Support is
available 24-hours a day, seven days a week.
Coming Soon:
In-person youth protection training available June 2018.
Spanish-language resources will be available later in August
2018.
Youth protection training for youth members will be available
in 2019. More details will be shared as they become available.
For more Youth Protection resources check out,
https://www.scouting.org/training/youth-protection/

